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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the characteristics and problems of coconut planting of the
farmers in Prachuap Khiri Khan province, 2) evaluate the use of proper agricultural skill and
knowledge appropriate for producing coconuts, 3) study the relationship between farmers and their
ability to apply the agricultural knowledge in their coconut planting, and 4) provide suggestions in
coconut produces management for farmers in Prachuap Khiri Khan province. This study was a survey
research. The target samples were 159 coconut farmers who had been trained in the training course of
agricultural principles for plants held by Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) (The fiscal year of 2013).
Since there were not many trained farmers, all farmers were included in the interview. The instrument
used in the research was structured interviews. The data were analyzed through computer and statistical
methods such as frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, standard deviation, t-test statistics, and
chi-square. The research results were as followed: 1) Most coconut farmers were averagely 55.99
years old, were women, had elementary school degrees, used personal finance in their management and
planted the coconut in monoculture crop. The farmers could harvest averagely 656.98 coconuts /1,600
square meters /year, earned from coconut products averagely 108,088.27 Baht/year. The problems and
obstructions which were often found in the coconut farming management were coconut pest epidemic.
2) Most farmers applied the knowledge of good agricultural practice with the farming. The evaluation
of knowledge application revealed that,in the overall image, the farmers could apply the knowledge in
their coconut management quite well. 3) In the study of the relationship between the conditions of the
farmers and their ability to applied the GAP knowledge, it was found that genders and the kinds of
plants in the multiple cropping had related on the used of the knowledge about agricultural dangerous
materials at the statistical significance of 0.05. The kinds of plants in the multiple cropping affected
the application of the knowledge about the transferring of plants in the planting plot, including the data
record and the investigation at the statistical significance of 0.05. 4) According to the research results,
it was found that when the farmers applied GAP principles to their farming, they could learn about
producing management, producing plans, and they could control the crop harvest properly at the
suitable time of the crops.

Keywords: Quality management, Coconut, Good agricultural practice, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
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